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[image: ]Proposed Easingwold & Villages Community Partnership Area – based on the former Easingwold & Villages Community Forum boundary and the Let’s Talk Local consultation. 

What do we know about the Easingwold & Villages Community Partnership Area?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Oxford Consultants for Social Inclusion (OCSI), www.ocsi.co.uk] 

	Population 
	· There are 16,128 people living in the Easingwold Community Partnership area. 
· 26.7% of the population are aged 65+ which is higher than the North Yorkshire and England average of 25% and 18.4% respectively. 


	Vulnerable Groups
	· 11% of children aged 0-19 are in relative low-income families compared with 19% across England.
· 58.2% of all pensioner households are lone pensioner households.  Noting that pensioner households account for 34.4% of the total households across the area - which is significantly higher than the England average.
· Benefit claim levels are below England average, with the exception of Attendance Allowance, PIP with respiratory disease, Universal Credit with Limited Capability for Work, and Disability Living Allowance which are closer to the England average.  
· Deprivation: on the measures of living environment, and barriers to housing and services domains, Easingwold Community Partnership area is significantly higher than the national average. 


	Housing
	· Above England average of owner occupation (69%) and Registered Social Landlord Rented (12%).
· The housing affordability gap is significantly above national average. 
· 1.4% of households lack central heating compared with 1.5% across England.


	Crime & Safety
	· The overall crime rate is significantly lower than the average across England.


	Health & Wellbeing
	· 14.5% of people have a limiting long-term illness where day to day activities are limited compared with 17% across England.
· Those with musculoskeletal conditions are in line or slightly above the national average. 
· Although healthy eating levels are above the regional and England averages, binge drinking is also reported as being higher than the regional and England average. 


	Education & Skills
	· 13% of people have no qualifications compared with 18% across England.
· Above national average for those who have a qualification level 4 (degree). 
· Above national average in pupil attainment in all keys stages.



	Economy
	· 28% people aged 16-74 are in full-time employment compared with 34% across England.
· 43% of the population (16-74) are economically inactive, compared to the England average of 39%. 
· In line with national average for household income. 
· 18% of households living in fuel poverty, which is higher than the England average of 13%. 
· Small and Medium Enterprise lending debt is five times the England average at £11,041 per head. 
· The largest business sector is agriculture, followed by construction and professional, scientific and technical services. 

	Access & Transport
	· 6% of households have no car compared with 24% across England.
· Above national averages for travel distance required for key services. 
· Average broadband download speed is below the England average. 
· In the 2020 Census, Easingwold & Villages Community Partnership area residents were much less likely to engage with digital response routes, with higher than North Yorkshire and England averages for paper responses. 


	Communities & Environment
	· The % of people 'satisfied with their neighbourhood' (91%) is higher than the average across England (79.3%)
· The number of ‘rural’ residents is nine times the England average, with those classed as ‘hard pressed living’ at 5.7%. 
· Almost six times the England average of ‘e-rational utilitarians’ in terms of internet usage classification.  This comprises mainly rural/semi-rural areas with higher than average retired populations, constrained by poor infrastructure. Users undertake online shopping, and the Internet is used as a utility rather than a conduit for entertainment.
· Lower than England average voter turnout at local elections.
· Double the England average on the active and engaged community score.  This measures the levels of third sector civic and community activity and barriers to participation and engagement. It shows whether charities are active in the area, and whether people appear to be engaged in the broader civic life of their community.
· Total grants awarded from major funders is below the England average (this encompasses major foundations and trusts).  









What are the priorities for those in the Easingwold & Villages area?
Let’s Talk Local (2022/23)
The findings of the Let’s Talk Local Campaign, delivered by North Yorkshire Council in winter 2022/2023, highlighted the following resident priorities:

Draft Community Partnership Boundary
· General consensus from all respondents that the proposed boundary for the Easingwold Community Partnership made sense, with people highlighting the importance of involving the surrounding villages. 

Access & Connectivity 
· Providing the infrastructure for more active travel – creation and development of more off-road footpaths for pedestrians and cyclists to navigate around the rapidly expanding town of Easingwold. This can be achieved by adopting existing estate roads and public areas from the developers and building off-road paths to enable safe and sustainable non-motorised and foot traffic between estates, shops and schools.
· Lack of bus services, both to and from Easingwold, and connecting the villages to key services.  This is a particular problem in the evenings and weekends. 

Infrastructure & Public Realm
· Lack of access to a petrol station nearby.
· Lack of variety in supermarkets, accessing food in Easingwold is expensive.  
· Road surfaces are poorly maintained, and not tended to in winter months when conditions are at their worst.
· Require speed restricted areas around all schools, and in site specific areas. 
· Concern about the lack of services given the growth that is anticipated, worried that Easingwold will become a commuter town.  

Health & Wellbeing
· Retired loneliness is frequent, need more social activities for the older population. 






Easingwold & Villages Community Plan (2016-2020)
The Easingwold & Villages Community Plan overseen by the Easingwold & Villages Community Forum, consisted of the following priorities:
· Improving health and wellbeing
· Improving access to services
· Supporting economic growth
· Supporting a changing population
There was also a dedicated Easingwold Town Team Plan focusing on economic growth and development of Easingwold.  The Easingwold Town Investment Plan (2022), commissioned by the former Hambleton District Council, outlines a detailed set of recommendations focusing on potential investment priorities and opportunities. 









Easingwold & Villages Community Partnership Priorities 
	Health & Wellbeing
	

	Priority
	Action
	Progress
	Lead

	Access to health services in rural communities. 

	· Engage with local health care providers and Patient Participation Groups (PPG) to understand access challenges for those in the area, working collaboratively to identify potential solutions.
  
	Successful open day arranged and held by Stillington PPG 
Work to be done to engage with Easingwold and other PPG’s

The Chairs of seven PPG’s in our area Millfield, Stillington, Pickering, Tollerton, Terrington, Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside are meeting to share what each has achieved so far with the aim of each PPG picking up ideas to take back to their own group. 
Additionally, the Chairs of each group have been invited to a meeting with the Primary Care Network (PCN) to understand and support new PCN initiatives. 

Link to our PCN - https://www.valeofyorkccg.nhs.uk/about-us/primary-care-networks/shar-pcn/

Director of Public Health annual report 2023-2024

Carly Walker (NYC Public Health Manager) and Helen Carmichael didn’t get the opportunity to speak on the 24/4 - Meeting with CW and DW held on 3/6/25 to discuss services for older people. Carly will be speaking at our next CPG forum event on the 23rd October. Asked to include GP access in rural communities in her speech.

Health watch report about how to access your GP: A guide to your local GP practice | Healthwatch Northyorkshire

Report about Farmers and Health: North Yorkshire farming and health.pdf

	John Pollock 

	Access to Services & Connectivity
	

	Priority
	Action
	
	

	Access to services and facilities for children and young people. 

	· Work with the local youth provision and the police to understand the on-going challenge of ASB identified in Easingwold and villages 

	Contact made with Outwood Academy Y12 students with Community Anchor. They came to EDCCA’s Tea and Tarts event on the 10th December to find out what are the key priorities/issues for our older people – links into other priorities
One report received from a Pupil who attended and passed to the CPG. The group is no longer running. 

(Multi Agency Partnerships) MAPS group meet bi-monthly online for our area. DW and PN attend alongside local officers and other stakeholders. 
Contact made with North Yorkshire Youth and representatives came to the meeting on 24th April - Lisa Welford and Stef Benson and delivered a presentation. 

Contact made with Dave Pascoe – Restorative Solutions who delivered a presentation on the 24th April. 

Karen Nattress and Helenor Gwatkin from Community Safety attended on the 24th April; also delivered a presentation. 

The lack of police presence recognised as an issue in Easingwold, less so in H/B and Huby. New police Inspector hoping to fill PC vacancy – need to speak with operational level rather than higher up the chain, to understand the issues.

	TBA





BD to feedback comments to Helenor Gwatkins from the MAPS group re lack of focus in our area


	
	· Explore funding opportunities to improve provision, and access to provision, for children and young people where a need has been identified
	Contact to be made with Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) and NY Mayor plus other funding streams still need to be identified.

	TBA

	Access to services and activities for older people across the Community Partnership area. 

	· Increase awareness raising of services and activities available in the area in a variety of formats. 
	Let’s Get Connected and The Blue Book - PowerPoint Presentation are widely available detailing activities for older people in Easingwold and the surrounding villages. 
Warmth in the Wold for December and January in 4 locations around Easingwold - attendance was poor.

The Men’s Shed meet in Easingwold on Mondays next to the Football Club.

E4E (Easingwold for Everyone) leaflet printed and being distributed. Currently being updated (August 25)

Let’s Get Connected booklet also being updated (August 25)

Hub Club for people living with Dementia meet on Tuesdays and Fridays in the Football Club on Stillington Road in Easingwold.

Parkinsons group meet on the first Wednesday in the month also in the football Club.

U3A run lots of activities for older people in Easingwold and surrounding villages 

DW has applied to be an Ambassador for Older Persons for NYC in the future.

	EDCCA














Jane Wintermeyer (U3A)

	Access to services for all, including banking and post office services. 

	· Work with service providers and government sponsors to encourage the provision of local accessible services
	Post offices exist in Easingwold, Tollerton, Linton on Ouse, Huby, Stillington and Skelton. Mobile PO service operates in Helperby/Brafferton and Terrington.  

Following the unexpected closure of Easingwold PO it has been reopened with a new postmaster in place.

BD has heard from Kelly Innes, External Affairs Advisor for the Post Office who has advised that the post office is not opening any new outreach or mobile Post Office locations at this time due to pressures on costs, resourcing and maximum provision already to the Vale of York.  We will keep this under review

Barclays Bank (no cash transactions) and Nationwide (inc. 24hr cash machine) operate in Easingwold. Cash machines also available in the Co-op stores in Easingwold.

BD talked about the Banking Hubs – closest is in Acomb, York. Something to watch out for in the future.

The mobile PO in H/B is for 1 hour on a Friday, therefore a concern that this may disappear.

	 








Billa Duggal (BD)

	Development of, and support for, the voluntary sector offer in the area. 

	· Work with the local Community Anchor Organisation (CAO)[footnoteRef:2] to improve levels of communication with and between local community and voluntary groups across the CP area.  [2:  North Yorkshire Council are currently developing the Community Anchor model across the County in conjunction with place based, locally rooted, community and voluntary sector partners, as part of a three-year developmental programme.  The CAO for Easingwold & District Community Care Association (EDCCA) for Easingwold and the surrounding area. ] 


	Community Partnership Forums held in June and October with invitations sent to all local Parish Councils and community groups in the area – more work needed to involve other voluntary groups and partners

Last meeting of all stakeholders was on the 24th April 2025. The next meeting is planned for the 23rd October 2025 at Hawkhills. 

Volunteer event held on 5th June by EDCCA and Friends of St Monica’s Hospital which was well attended. 

	

	Access to fibre, high speed broadband and mobile phone coverage in rural communities.

	· In conjunction with the NYC Mobile Access Project Manager, explore and map ‘not spots’ in the area, and identify potential solutions. 
	Mobile Phone Coverage:
Survey of all villages mobile signal has been undertaken by NYC and results fed back to determine the areas where the signal needs to be improved. Letter sent to Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP to open engagement with a view to lobby government to improve the signal in Villages identified as having low or no signal. Response received. Sir Alec is pushing for change. 

A follow-up letter has been sent to ask for an update on progress and pointing out that the recent emergency government text was not received by people in villages affected by the lack of a signal 

Broadband Coverage:
Government Project - Project Gigabit rollout, Quickline have been awarded the North Yorkshire area and are busy on an infrastructure and enabling plan. Alne have heard anecdotal information from Huby residents that it has been very good and reasonably priced equal to what we they have now. There is also the possibility of community assets being linked free of charge; e.g. Village Hall or church. The project is in the early stages in Alne and Quickline expect to offer full service in early 2026 See here: Digital York | Project Gigabit

Huby now has Quickline although it appears to be double the residential line cost. H/B going through the process now and advised to go through the Social Value Offer to gain the free links for community assets. 
JC will write a letter to be sent to Quickline asking them to promote the SVO.





	
John Corden/Peter Nottage

Nigel Knapton liaising in Parliament















John Corden

	Infrastructure & Public Realm
	

	Priority
	Action
	
	

	Improved and sustainable local community assets including village halls and community buildings. 

	· Work with Town/Parish Councils to map existing community assets, identify any ‘at risk’ and provide support to those seeking funding to improve the state of repair of village halls and community buildings.
	Work to be undertaken to identify sources of funding and identify any ‘at risk’ community assets
Advice given by JC from experience gained in community purchase of village shop.  Information/advice from re the purchase of Fadmoor Community Pub from NK 
Golden Lion pub in Helperby is now registered as a Community Asset. The share offer is out. The Parish Council will not be managing the pub. 

Comedian Jon Richardson is doing a programme on The Plough at Fadmoor as a point of interest.

The Golden Lion needs to raise £100K before 26.1.26. 

	JC/NK/ND

	Improved local transport provision, particularly focusing on evenings and weekends. 

	· Work with the voluntary sector, NYC, the new Mayoral Team and transport providers to identify gaps in provision and to explore opportunities for collaborative and sustainable solutions.
	A Sunday bus service has been funded for 12 months from December between Easingwold and York.  
New minibus service run by MORSE between Sheriff Hutton and Easingwold twice a month starting on 6th December calling at Farlington, Stillington, Brandsby and Crayke and return. Initial funding held by EDCCA – 3 passengers in total. Not worth continuing

[bookmark: _Hlk201309485]Bus service between Helperby and Easingwold now running Mondays and Fridays. Very little interest as people ‘don’t want to spend 3 hours in Easingwold for the bus to go home’ Nigel to liaise with Karen and NYC Passenger Transport to give feedback on the service. Feedback already given to NYC Cllr Alyson Baker. Query about whether the service has been widely advertised? 

Problems with Transdev service: timetable at the bus stops differs from the timetable on their website which differs from NYC website.  Peter N has sent a letter to Transdev (drafted by John Corden) for clarity on the timetables. Transdev reply sent to CPG. A follow-up meeting is being arranged with Transdev. Transdev have accepted an invite to the meeting in October. Representative from Mayors Office also invited.



	 EDCCA 







Awaiting feedback




JC/PN/DW

	Improved condition and safety of the road network. 

	· Work with outlying villages to explore reviewing and re-developing the Community Speedwatch scheme. 
	Presentation by NYP with regards to Community Speedwatch and from Highways re road maintenance. (presentations sent out to all stakeholders)
Report a pothole here: Potholes and road condition issues | North Yorkshire Council
There is currently a campaign by a pressure group for the introduction of fixed speed cameras in the County.  However, it may be more effective to seek an increase the number of motorcycle speed cameras for villages? 

Report speeding in your neighbourhood - Tell us about a speed concern | North Yorkshire Police
Alternatively: Email speedconcerns@northyorkshire.police.uk  or Write to: North Yorkshire Police Traffic Bureau, PO Box 809, York, YO31 6DG
Mayor’s office undertaking a review into fixed speed cameras. Not know when the results will be published. See: Road-Safety-Enforcement-review-Newcastle-University.pdf
Speed Camera vans/bikes are movable whereas fixed cameras are not. Need for more motorbike speed cameras – only 2 at the moment. CPG prefer mobile speed cameras. 
Noted that road safety is a top priority for H/B, particularly with the planning for new houses on the edge of the village.
	


















	Inclusive and sustainable active travel infrastructure across the Community Partnership area, particularly focusing on walking and cycling. 

	· Support and encourage the collaboration of local Path keeper Groups, sharing knowledge and best practice. 

	See: Rights of way maintenance | North Yorkshire Council
Andy Brown  - Principal Public Rights of Way Officer and Arrietty Heath -   Volunteer Co-ordinator, Countryside Access Service attended the April event and gave a presentation.

Good example of repairs undertaken between Alne and Tollerton thanks to pressure from local group 

Report an issue with or request for how to apply for a new cycle lane here: Cycle lanes and routes | North Yorkshire Council

Colin F to ask Arrietty re what is being done to publicise the Pathkeepers scheme


	Colin Fletcher











Check with CF 

	
	· Liaise with Parish Councils to monitor areas that are prone to flooding, ensuring that gullies and drainage is clear.

	Report problems here: Road drains, gully cleaning and report flooding | North Yorkshire Council



The Transition from the Parish Portal to the Customer Portal

Visit https://myaccount.northyorks.gov.uk/ or click this link: Register for My account here




	

	
	· Encourage Parish Councils to take advantage of the NYC Customer Portal (was Parish Portal) to report any issues.





	
	Peter Cole

	Local Growth
	

	Priority
	Action
	
	

	Safe and inclusive parking opportunities in Easingwold, including access to EV charging points. 

	· Work with NYC to identify and implement appropriate schemes and improve enforcement services.
	NYC Review being undertaken of parking arrangements (on and off road) in Market Towns and Easingwold Town Council (ETC) will be able to input to that review.  In the meantime, ETC remains committed to free parking but will explore the legal scope to take independent action on land it controls. 
NYC are in the process of installing EV chargers in the town but this has been long delayed due to issues with the suppliers.


[bookmark: _Hlk201310271]ETC have agreed an arrangement with an energy provider to install a Rapid EV Charger in the Market Place that will service two vehicles.  This will be allowed under permitted development rules.

A number of EV chargers are in included in a proposed development on York Road that has outline planning permission – this includes a fuel station as well as supermarket, care home and mixed housing.  

	Nigel Knapton and Peter Nottage 

	The provision of affordable housing. 

	· Continue to monitor the identified need for affordable housing. 

	Visit to Osmotherly undertaken by members of Alne Parish Council (PC) to view an affordable housing scheme. They are currently looking at such a scheme, the first stage of which would be a community survey. They will consider the way forward at their next PC meeting in October 2025. 

The development of the new NYC Local Plan will provide an important opportunity to influence the policies on affordable housing provision. 
The timetable for this can be found here: Local Development Scheme 2024 to 2028

There is an opportunity to have your say about the plan until the 15th July  here: The North Yorkshire Local Plan | North Yorkshire Council

The CCTV review NYC concluded without our knowledge.
	

	
	· CP to develop and maintain links with the NYC Rural Housing Enabler and local Registered Social Landlords (RSLs).
	
	Encourage Parish Councils to respond

	Improved and maintained local signage, particularly for amenities and car parks.   

	· Work with Town/Parish Councils to ‘audit’ signage and identify where signage improvements or replacements are required.
	Improved Highway signage on the A19 on approaches to Easingwold have been erected. York P & R sign has been erected without planning permission. Could be misleading for drivers!

Howardian Hills was designated as an Area of outstanding natural beauty (AONB) but is now known as Howardian Hills Natural Landscape. New signage with a new logo have been erected.  Plans are also being made to include signage in Easingwold identifying this as a Gateway to the Howardian Hills  - see Howardian Hills | Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in Yorkshire 

	Nigel K 

	The maintenance of Easingwold as a vibrant market town and Service Centre for local villages and promotion of the area as a tourist destination of choice.
	· Monitor vacancy rates in Easingwold and work in partnership with the Town Council and the Wold Class Business Forum to ensure Easingwold remains a vibrant and sustainable market town, one that is attractive to new businesses.
	The development of the new NYC Local Plan will provide an important opportunity to influence the policies on protecting and promoting local businesses.

Survey taken from the Cabinet High Street Report has been distributed by EDCCA and the results have been sent out.

Frank Johnston-Banks from ETC has been looking at who the landlords are in Easingwold for the empty premises and identifying the issues that may be hindering them coming back into business. 

A proposal for a Pop-up Shop has been included in the bid for The Mayoral High Street fund.  This is alongside other proposals to improve marketing of the town, additional signage and parasols to support outside events. Result should be known in October 

	Wold Class/ETC













	
	· Support the work of the Easingwold Tourist Information Centre and the Wold Class Business Network to raise the profile of Easingwold’s tourism offer and ensure that Easingwold and the surrounding villages benefit from the NYC Destination Management Plan.



	New map outside Tourist Information in Easingwold and ongoing support from ETC and Wold Class business forum

Noted that a new Chair is required for the Wold Class business forum. 
	

	Community Resilience
	

	Priority
	Action
	
	

	The Easingwold & Villages Community Emergencies & Resilience Plan.  
	· Support the development of the Easingwold & Villages Community Emergencies & Resilience Plan.  

	Presentation made by Tim Townsend, Emergency Planning Manager
Resilience and Emergencies Team, NYC at the first CPG event. 
Simplified plan template agreed with NYC and to be sent to all Parish Clerks in the area with an invitation for them to complete it.  Towns and Villages will also have the option to complete a more detailed local plan
Simplified plans have been sent to NYC for Coxwold, Brafferton-Helperby Tollerton, Huby, Farlington and Easingwold.   Easingwold has completed a more detailed plan.
John Pollock working on Stillington Plan

Di W to check with NYC to determine which PC’s have yet to complete an Emergency Plan  - Roy Wood says he has plans for: 
· Brafferton & Helperby
· Easingwold
· Farlington
· Huby
· Stillington – short version
· Tollerton

S/version template to be sent out to villages that do not have one currently

	Carl Bilson
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